Although architecture is still heavily
EQEPIHSQMREXIH½IPHMXHSIWRSX
mean that there have not been women
contributors to the organization. After all,
no village can thrive without the nurturing
hands of mothers molding and prepping.
Dixon is following two other women who
held this position in the past, Roberta
Washington, FAIA, NOMAC, and Cheryl
McAfee, FAIA, NOMAC. Many women
have served at various levels and have
LIPHMR¾YIRXMEPTSWMXMSRWKMZMRKXVYXLJYP
meaning to the word “diverse”.

SATURDAY

Blacklines wishes to congratulate Mr.
Garner, the NOMA Board of Directors
and the Detroit NOMA chapter on a job
[IPPHSRI8LIXLIQISJVI¾IGXMRKSR
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the past and planning toward the future
was very clear throughout the event
which was deemed to be a great success.
Overall the attendees were inspired by
the past events and motivated to achieve
even further in the future to continue the
NOMA Legacy. If the past forty years are
any indication, then the next forty years,
beginning with the 41st Annual NOMA
Conference and Exposition in Indianapolis,
EVIKYEVERXIIHXSFIJVYMXJYPERHJYP½PPMRK
for NOMA and its members. O
Kevin M. Holland, AIA NOMA LEED AP
Managing Director
wg:Architecture llc
Conference photos:
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8LMW]IEV´W231%GSRJIVIRGI[EWXLI½VWX
one I have ever attended and I was grateful
to share in this historic conference. It was
great to present with a friend and copresenter, Kimberly Dokes, as we discussed
our program management experiences on
a $500M Bond Program for Detroit Public
Schools. The presentation was well received
and the dialogue at the end was just as
Marcus Huff
Brailsford and
spirited. It was encouraging to learn about
Dunlavey
similar positive and challenging experiences
ERHXSORS[XLEXSXLIV½VQWERHMRHMZMHYEPWMRXLIEVGLMXIGXYVEP
and construction industry endure similar challenges on a daily
basis. After the discussion, I was approached by a college student
who was interested in furthering his exposure to the program
QEREKIQIRX½IPHEW[IPPEWLMWGEVIIVERHEWOIHQIJSVER]
advice. I was humbled and excited because I have been him
many times before and I was glad to be able to share this time.
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The conference was also very diverse and well-attended. There
were individuals not only from the architecture industry, but
from many other professions as well. You never know who you
may run into and it was pleasantly surprising for me to run into
my elementary school art teacher, Hubert Massey. Mr. Massey
is nationally recognized for his artistic murals and to cross paths
with him at architecture conference speaks volumes to the
caliber of attendees this conference draws. We were able to
reconnect and exchange information solely because I attended
the conference.
My company, Brailsford & Dunlavey’s purpose is to inspire,
empower and advance communities, and I felt that this
conference embodied that principle. I expressed the great
opportunity this experience had been to connect with inspiring
individuals within our industry. I felt as if the conference directly
aligned with our strategic goals, culture, and brand and we
discussed the importance of having greater exposure to future
NOMA conferences and my continued involvement with the
organization. O
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